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Otfering excellent education
from PreSchool through Grade 7

PROSPECTUS

trohn Wesley School

- Eshow9 is like a mighty tree with a rich history

(which we liken to roots), an active ministry to our community (which we see as
the trunk) and big dreams that reach to the sky (much like a tree's crown).

We aFe a little school with a big
Our llistory

roots
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Nestled in the rolling hills of sugar cane in the heart of
Zululand, is Eshowe, a semi-rural farming community.
Birth place of Cetshwayo, King of the Zulu Nation
during the Anglo-Zulu War of 1879, and situated near

King Shaka's famous
KwaBulawayo kraal,
Eshowe hosts a 250
hectare indigenous forest

within its municipal
boundaries.

While the actual town of

Eshowe is home to

approximately 10,000
people, the surrounding
area boasts a population of
over 200,000. The majority of these people live on Zulu tribal
homesteads, which are dotted about the hilly countryside.

hills around E

ln 1994 members of the Eshowe Methodist Church realised the vast need for affordable

preschool education within the community. While there were two existing English-medium preschools already operating in Eshowe, neither of them would accept
children who were not already proficient in English. Parents were
desperate as they recognised their children had no hope of being

accepted into an English-medium primary school without a foundation in
English. ln an attempt to meet some of these educational needs, the
Eshowe Methodist Church opened the doors of Noah's Ark Pre-School in
April 1994. Within a few months the pre-school had three full classes and
a long waiting list. ln 1996 parents of the pre-school learners (who were
delighted with the high standards and educational success rate) began
urging the school to expand to include a junior primary phase. This
A fig tree in Dlinza Forest
suggestion was supported by the majority of teachers and principals in
other schools in Eshowe who were ovenryhelmed by the number of
applicants for grade one each year. The school expanded to include the Foundation Phase
(Grades 1 - 3) and in 2000 enrolled children from pre-primary (ages 4-5) and Grade R
(reception year - ages 5 - 6) through Grade 3. As the school became a "sister school" to the
John Wesley School in Pinetown (near Durban, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa), so the name
"John Wesley," school badge, educational standards and uniform were adopted. ln ln 2012the
school once again expanded to include Grade 4 and has now grown to be a fully-fledged "junior
school" offering education from Preschoolto Grade 7.

Our Offening
The John Wesley School of Eshowe, as a ministry of the
Eshowe Methodist Church to the Eshowe community, strives to
provide excellent and broad-based education in a Christian
environment. We have a dedicated team of professional
teachers (all registered with the South
African Council for Educators) and we
follow the National Curriculum' Statement.
Class sizes are small, enabling teachers to
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better meet the individual needs of the
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learners. The school is committed to laying
a sound educational foundation to ensure
that the learners' potential to become the caring, competent, responsible citizens is fully
realised.
At John Wesley School - Eshowe, we see our calling is not
only to challenge our learners to grow academically, but
also to nurture and grow them spiritually, emotionally and
socially. Our motto, "Via Veritas Vita" reminds us of Jesus,
the author and perfecter of our faith, who said, "l am the
Way, the Truth and the Life.' Our school is built around the
belief that Christ is the centre of our lives and that we are to
live in a manner that both pleases and honours Him. We
not only teach the principles found in Scripture, we also
strive to be models of God's love and grace to the learners,
Learners share their
leading by example. We are members of the Association of
Christian Schools lnternational (ACSI).
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As an lnternational EcoSchool we weave the natural environment across the curriculum. We
firmly believe that God created the world, gave it to us and entrusts us with its care. We strive
to be those who take responsibility for our environment, at school, at home and in the greater
community.

Sports is part of the programme at John Wesley and we are members of the South African
Christian Schools' Sports Association (SA-CSSA). We offer soccer, netball, athletics, cross
country, chess, cricket and table tennis. We participate in regional, provincial and national
meets. We believe that sports help build a
well-rounded individual and that building
team camaraderie and good sportsmanship
are important.
We believe that part of being made in God's
image means that we are creative beings.
We seek to develop the learners' artistic
expression through the fine and pedorming

arts. We participate in annual art

exhibitions, choir, speech and drama
festivals..

modern re-tellino of

All-in-all we seek God's highest and best for each of our learners, challenging them in the areas
where they excel and offering support in the areas where they struggle.

Our Vision
John Wesley is a Christian school aiming to
prepare our learners for a rapidly changing world
by equipping them with critical thinking skills,
global perspective, and the Biblical values of
honesty, loyalty, and compassion that they might
seek and serve God, living in unity with one
another and the environment.
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Mark 12l30-3'l "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all
your mind and with all your strength . . . Love your neighbour as yourself." We start
by loving God and putting Him first. We extend His love to all others, treating them with the
dignity and respect that they deserve as unique and precious children of God. We also love
and value ourselves as God's creation, striving for our best for His honour. 1 Corinthians
16:14 "Let all that you do be done in love."

Philippians 2:3 " Do not act out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but with humility
think of others as being better than yourselves." We believe that putting others and their
needs before our own is an expression of God's love and helps build a loving, supportive
community.

'1 Thessalonians 5:11 "Encourage one another and build
each other up." We encourage each other to build rather than
to tear down. Building others up leads to the strengthening of
the whole community.

'Genesis 2:15 "The Lord God took people and put them in
the garden to work it and keep it." Numbers 35:33 "You
shall not pollute the land in which you live" People were
created in the image of God, given a privileged place among
creatures, and commanded to exercise stewardship over the
earth. Caring for the earth is a fundamental part of our faith.
1 Thessalonians 5:18 "ln everything give thanks; for this is
God's will for you in Christ Jesus." Psalm 100:4 "Enter His

gates with thanksgiving, And His courts with praise. Give thanks
to Him; bless His name." We will foster hearts of thankfulness
and gratitude. Recent studies show that attitudes of gratitude
have significant health benefits.

Colossians 3:23-24 "Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the
Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive
the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ."
We strive to always give our best, serving God and not men.

